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the law, you will be safe. In politics, it ends in the worship
of a tyrannical and soulless bureaucracy. In art and in litera-
ture, this form of dry-rot is known as fseudo-dassicism: the
eternal and timorous imitation of imitation (for originality is
sin), according to rules which grow ever more minute as they
grow more formal y until the acme of inane correctness is
reached in works which are faultless, but without a breath of
life.

It is against this tedious conformity that the banner of Ro-
manticism was raised: a rebellion against death, a reaffirmation
of life. Here again, we must not allow ourselves to be misled
by the superficial and almost fortuitous associations of the
term. Romanticism is not necessarily connected with the Mid-
dle Ages, any more than Classicism is identified with antiquity.
And a romantic work need not be filled with wild adventure.
Goethe's short novel, Werther, and Vigny's drama, Ch&ttertony
are among the most typical products of the romantic spirit. In
both, the setting is drab enough, and the plot extremely simple.
Both end with the suicide of the hero: but suicide had long
been a commonplace of the classical stage.

The etymology of the term romantic is more tangled than
that of classic. Romance first meant a corrupted form of Latin,
after the disruption of the Empire: "the rustic Roman lan-
guage/' as it is called in an edict of Charlemagne. Out of de-
caying Latin arose, in the course of centuries, the modern ver-
naculars of Portugal, Spain, France, Italy, Roumania, still
known as Romance languages. Romance was applied to the
literature in the popular tongue, as opposed to the more
learned literature in Latin. Then the term was restricted to
long narrative works; but there was little enough in common
between the Romance of the Rose, an allegory, the Romance
of Reynard the Fox, a satire, and the various romances of
chivalry. The latter remained in sole possession of the name 5
and they gave it a flavor which has never completely disap-^
peared. They offered a blend of the heroic, the sentimental and